
Issue Date  4 June 2024

Important Dates

PUPIL FREE DAY
Friday 7 June 2024

King's Birthday
Public Holiday
Monday 10 June 2024

SACPSSA
Basketball Carnival
Friday 14 June 2024

Class Liturgy 9am -
3/4Z
Friday 14 June 2024

Volunteer Induction
9.00am bookings
online
Tuesday 18 June 2024

Artist in Residence -
Years 3/4
Thursday 20 June 2024

Community prayer -
8.55am led by 3/4C
Friday 21 June 2024

Assembly led by
1/2TC - 2.15pm
Monday 24 June 2024

Artist in Residence -
Years 3/4
Thursday 27 June 2024

Class Liturgy -
Receptions 9am
Friday 28 June 2024

SACPSSA Netball
Carnival
Wednesday 3 July 2024

Artist in Residence -
Years 3/4
Thursday 4 July 2024

Mini Vinnies Winter
Apeal fundraiser -
Pyjama Day
Friday 5 July 2024

Term 2 Concludes
3pm - Happy
Holidays!!
Friday 5 July 2024

Parents & Friends
QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 6 July 2024

Family Mass - 5pm
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Family Mass - 5pm
Sunday 7 July 2024

From the Principal
Dear Families,

It’s come to the point of the term where I feel it is important to take some time and write a longer more reflective piece to our community.

This will be a bit of a read, but I hope it continues to give our parent body and the wider community that SFOA is led strongly, is a place

of welcome, a place of learning, a place of community and most importantly a place for all. I’ll start with the nice ongoing work, but please

read to the end as I tackle some more complex areas of Australia’s education system, and the impact of that here at SFOA

Culture

Last term I shared some of the cultural norms that we continue to make progress with as a school. A focus on listening, entering spaces

quietly, greeting and accepting awards and certificates, how we interact with adults, visitors, and guests.  Small things on paper, but large

things in reality that are so valued in our community. Much of these norms are now standard. Driven by our staff but lived by our

students. 

At our Whole School Mass on Friday the reverence shown by our students was exemplary. The students who read in Mass were

confident and prepared, the responses from our student body strong, and the singing continues to improve week on week. I reflected

with our Year 6 students after Mass that they will never be too old, too cool, or too proud to sing at Mass. A quote that is traditionally

attributed to St Augustine is ‘ To sing is to pray twice’. My wish is our graduates carry this with them when they leave our school at the

end of the year. 

Winter is here

I was fortunate enough to be teaching 6H on Friday. While this took me away some form ‘Principal’ work, it was refreshing to be with our

leaders, and I had such a great day.  The reason I was in class through is that our community is not immune to the early impact that is

being experienced in South Australia with a combination of Flu, various virus’ and COVID impacting student and staff attendance and

health. We see this in the media with the impact it’s clearly having on our health system and hospitals. As a school every precaution is

taken however sometimes sickness means sometimes as a staff we are stretched. We continue to ask for your understanding and

ensuring that if your children are unwell they remain home.

Teaching and Learning

The next five weeks internally begins some exciting work in a teaching and learning front. I have referenced in previous newsletters this

work so I won’t go into detail, but over the next two staff meetings we will receive expert training in an explicit approach to teaching,

before having this modelled to us in the classrooms. This asks our staff to be vulnerable, to reflect on their own instructional methods

and to continue to improve. This is reflective of work done in most industries. You would expect your medical professionals, your

mechanic, your hairdresser to be constantly improving their practice. That’s our drive as a school. 

Communication and Conflict Resolution

All this is nice of course. It’s what you would expect to read in a newsletter, perhaps with a bit more detail than some. But I thought I

might tackle some of the trickier elements of being in leadership. Because what we know about Primary Schools is that they are not

always harmonious places of teaching and learning. They are places that ask young people to be in relationship with each other.

Children from different contexts, backgrounds and often countries to form friendships and working relationships. To be in the same room

with each other for 200 days of the year, 6 hours a day. 

The reality is, it’s not ‘if’ there will be students fall out of relationship with each other, it’s when. When that happens sometimes there is

conflict. Sometimes it’s visible as we know sometimes kids will be frustrated and push, or ‘niggle’ each other. Sometimes they struggle to

win or lose. Sometimes it’s sharing. Sometimes it’s more subtle with exclusion. Sometimes it’s the use of words and language. We know

elements of  this probably happen in our own workplaces at times. Or between our own family members. We know because the majority

of those reading this article have children. It’s not easy. 

As educators we know we must repair these relationships and ensure as best we can that this conflict is resolved. A huge part of this is

communicating with you as parents. Under my leadership we will continually share as much as possible as we can in the hope that in
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APRIM News
Congratulations to our Sacramental Students who celebrated their First Holy Communion and Confirmation last weekend with Fr Anthoni.

Fr Anthoni said that he felt privileged to be part of the students’ journey into full initiation in the Catholic Church.

We encourage all families to continue this journey by regularly attending Mass. Sacraments are a way to relate to God and are outwards

signs of our internal faith. They help nourish and strengthen us throughout our life.

Valentina and I would like to thank all the families for your commitment and participation throughout the past year in our Sacramental

Program. It is a blessing to work with families who are committed to nurturing their children’s faith. The new Sacramental Program will

begin in Term 3 and further details will be sent out early next term.

On Friday we celebrated the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary with a Mass to remember the Virgin Mary’s visit to her

cousin, Elizabeth. The meeting of these two women (Elizabeth and Mary) was a joyful and unique event. Both found themselves

pregnant in unusual circumstances – Elizabeth in her old age and Mary by the Holy Spirit. Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth to help her.

Fr Anthoni spoke to the children at Mass about how they can be more like Mary, the mother of Jesus, by helping those in need and

saying ‘yes’ to God.

Melissa Canil

 

partnership with you, we can help educating our children in how to resolve conflict. 

But the absolute hardest part of my job is the parts that I can’t share. 

I can’t share aspects of another student’s disability with you. I can’t share with you that they may have a physiological disorder that

impacts how they react to situations. I can’t share aspects of their family life that may have led to their actions.

More often than not it’s inappropriate for me to share the consequences that a child might face for actions. This is often misconstrued as

student’s not facing consequences for actions. This couldn’t be further from the truth. This makes it tough. 

I can’t share with you how mortified a parent might feel when we share the actions of their students, and how apologetic they might be

about how their child has responded in a certain way. 

In some ways I wish I could tell you all these things. It would help to create a sense of understanding. 

What I can share with you is no children are bad. No children set out to cause conflict or hurt others. They don’t. 

There is so much we do as a staff to ensure the wellbeing of our students. From wellbeing programs that we run such as Peaceful Kids

and Rock and Water, that help provide our children with the tools required to solve conflict. From an established social and emotional

teaching program, that we are receiving further professional development on this Friday. 

One simple action we take is subtly communicating through our staff memo’s and emails that a student might need to be ‘handled with

care’ after a big weekend or something that’s occurred in their home life. A simple, subtle way we can ensure the care for our children

and keep personal information private and confidential. 

This is in no way a woe is me article. I’m incredibly blessed to do the job I do. 

It’s an article that I hope will continue to build trust in you as parents in how we handle conflict as a school. That when we communicate

with you it’s to help ensure we work as a partnership to help the young people we have in our care understand how to exist in

relationship in a highly complex world. 

I hope you enjoy the mid-term break that is upon us with a Student Free Day and a Public Holiday ahead. God Bless.

Scott March  
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Congratulations to our Sacrament Students
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BASKETBALL Season 2 terms 3 and 4
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Little Seeds Playgroup at St Francis of Assisi School
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Volunteer Inductions
All registered volunteers at St Francis of Assisi must complete an Induction through the school.

Inductions are valid for 5 years from the date completed. If you Induction is due please book into your perfered date and time using the

Schools Online Booking System.

18th June at 9am

https://sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=921

QKR tips - How to cancel food orders I have already paid for.
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https://sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=921
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Movie fundraiser for St Vincent De Paul Society.
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Uniform Shop
Please see below for opening days and times for the Campbelltown Uniform Shop. Please remember to make a booking when you

need a fitting for your child

 To shop online: https://www.belgraviaapparelschools.com/collections/st-francis-of-assisi-school 

To make an APPOINTMENT -  Book a fitting

OPENING HOURS 
Monday:  8:00am – 12:00pm

Tuesday:  1:00pm - 5:30pm

Wednesday:  8:00am -12:00pm 

Thursday:  1:00pm - 5:30pm 

Friday:  CLOSED

Saturday:  9:00am - 12:00pm 

Sundays & Public Holidays:  Closed

Safety in the Carparks
The church car park is NOT a drop off zone for children.  Children must be supervised by an adult at all times in this area.

If you are choosing to park in the Church car park it is important to follow the arrows indicating the correct direction. Please park between

the authorised park lines and walk children to and from your car. Please DO NOT just drop them off here.

The only supervised school Kiss & Drop, is the basketball courts (off Graves St) and is available each morning from 8:30am to 8:55am

and from 3:00pm to 3:20pm. It is always supervised by a staff member during these times.

If you wish to park your car, limited car parking is available in the staff car park. Priority parking is on the basketball courts for up to 10

minutes and there is ample street parking.

Use of car parking outside school boundaries, including the church car park remains your responsibility and you are legally expected to

use the same caution that you would in any public car park, e.g. managing hazards including ACTIVELY supervising any children in your

care.
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https://www.belgraviaapparelschools.com/collections/st-francis-of-assisi-school
https://www.belgraviaapparelschools.com/collections/st-francis-of-assisi-school
https://calendly.com/bacampbelltown/student-uniform-fitting-campbelltown?month=2024-05
https://calendly.com/bacampbelltown/student-uniform-fitting-campbelltown?month=2024-04
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcalendly.com%2Fbacampbelltown%2Fstudent-uniform-fitting-campbelltown&data=05%7C02%7Caabdilla%40sfoa.catholic.edu.au%7Ce6d97ea8cff34b9c96d808dc535af15b%7C67a2247e033e41f6bd8998e1913ca1dc%7C0%7C0%7C638476897282792789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JOYWl%2B084A4kguU0APtcxDtd7ao51oEvSmYXx1Lor4g%3D&reserved=0


St Francis of Assisi School Calender
Please find attached the St Francis of Assisi School calender for Term 1 2024

School Calender Term 2 2024

Community Notices

 

FUTURE DATES
TERM 2

VOLUNTEER INDUCTION - 9am Tuesday 18th June 2024 - book online -https://sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=921  

TERM 3

PUPIL FREE DAY- Monday 22nd July and 27th September - OSHC available

TERM 4

PUPIL FREE DAY Friday 14th December - OSHC available

 

Is your child due to start school?
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https://www.sfoa.catholic.edu.au/__files/d/22542/Parent_Calendar_Term_2_2024.pdf


SFOA Merchandise
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SFOA Umbrellas are now available on the QKR! app. Get your orders in quick - limited stock available!
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OSHC

CLICK HERE to enrol online!

Available before / after school hours with Vacation Care during school holidays.

The Southern Cross Newsletter

Current Edition - June

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours & Uniform Prices

By Appointment Only: BOOK HERE

10 Newton Road, Campbelltown

Phone: 8336 2602

Parish Bulletin
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https://www.sa.ymca.org.au/what-we-do/oshc/st-francis-of-assisi
https://indd.adobe.com/view/b103e4b0-4a48-4541-8614-5d24ae51fd74
https://www.belgraviaapparelschools.com/collections/st-francis-of-assisi-school
https://calendly.com/bacampbelltown/student-uniform-fitting-campbelltown?month=2023-08


Latest Parish bulletin available here

Catholic Schools Magazine
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https://stfrancisnewtonparish.com/weekly-bulletins/
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https://online.flippingbook.com/view/953004473/
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